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ND it came to pass that in those days there went out 
a decree from Caesar Augustus, that the whole world 
should be enrolled. This enrolling was first made by 
Cyrinus, the governor of Syria. And all went to be en- 
rolled, every one into his own city. And Joseph also went 
up from Galilee out of the city of Nazareth into Judea, to. 
the city of David, which is called Bethlehem: because he 
was of the house and family of David, to be enrolled 
mo Mary his espoused wife, who was with child.”—Lk. ii 
1-5. 

The day of Mary’s delivery drew ever nearer. It was 
not, however, to take place in Nazareth, but in Bethlehem. 
The occasion of the journey was twofold. 

The first, most immediate and exterior occasion came 
from the order of the Roman Emperor, Augustus, enjoin- 
ing a census and enrolment of the whole Empire, including, 
therefore, the allied nations, to which Judea, the kingdom 
of Herod, also belonged (Lk. ii. 1). Cyrinus, the gover- 
nor of Syria, made the enrolment in Herod’s dominions 
(Lk. ii. 2), and, as was the immemorial custom of the na- 
tion and country (Num. 1. 2; xxxvi. 2. 2 Kings xxiv. 2), 
according to tribes, houses and families, so that the head 
of every family had to go to the place where his ancestors 
had originally been settled (Lk. ii. 3). For the family of 
David this place was Bethlehem. Joseph and Mary there- 
fore betook themselves thither. The reason why Mary 
accompanied St. Joseph may possibly have been the cir- 
cumstance that she was the last scion of a branch of the 
family of David, or that St. Joseph had some thought of 
settling permanently in Bethlehem; but in any case there 
were also other and higher reasons. 

The design of God in permitting this census to be taken 
just at the time of Christ’s birth provides another motive 
‘for the journey. It is plainly to be seen from the fact of 
this census being taken by Roman officials in Herod’s own 
kingdom, that the scepter was taken from Juda, indeed 
that the government of Herod himself was as good as 
absorbed in the great Roman Empire, according to the 
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prophecy of Daniel (Dan. ii. 40; vii. 23). The Saviour 
was thus to be officially recorded as the Son of David, and 
entered as a member of the last great world-kingdom, 
which He was to win for Himself and incorporate in His 
eternal dominion. Tertullian (C. Marc. 4, 19) and St. 
Justin (Apol. 1, 4) bear witness to the enrolment of Jesus 
in the registers of the kingdom. Further, the prophecy 
of Michaeas, which designates Bethlehem as the birth- 
place of the Messias (Mic. v. 2), was thus to be fulfilled. 
Lastly, Christ was to come into the world in poverty and 
obscurity. In order to bring about these circumstances, 
there was no better or more natural opportunity than the 
concourse of people in Bethlehem in consequence of the 
census. Humble and full of the spirit of Jesus as Mary 
was, still she would scarcely have brought herself to await 
her delivery in a stable. All this was now provided for, 
and without any angel’s message. The government order 
for the enrolment of the people, then, was only an instru- 
ment to satisfy the preference of Jesus for poverty, humil- 
ity and obedience. It was probably for these higher reasons 
that God put it into Mary’s heart to undertake the journey 
to Bethlehem with Joseph; and there certainly were such 
circumstances. Whilst perhaps not a few of the Jews 
gnashed their teeth over the new order of the foreign ruler, 
Mary and Joseph probably saw therein only the Divine 
Providence which was preparing the way for the Saviour. 


THE JOURNEY 


So Mary and Joseph started on their journey (Lk. ii. 
45), in connection with which we find three subjects of 
meditation. The first is the patience of the Holy Family. 
The journey was fairly long, four days and a half at 
least, and brought many discomforts with it. Their way 
led either by Sichem, Bethel and Jerusalem, or along the 
banks of the Jordan by Jericho and Jerusalem to Bethle- 
hem. It was in the month of December, during which it 
can be bitterly cold in the mountainous districts of the 
Promised Land, with west wind, rain and snow. At all 
events the journey was not a mere pleasant outing. But 
they bore everything with patience. 

Secondly, their modesty and humility must be consid- 
ered. For the higher families of the kingdom, ‘capecially 
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for the members of the house of David, this journey gave 
a welcome opportunity to assert themselves again, and. 
bring themselves into. public notice. For this reason they 
probably made every effort to appear in a style befitting 
their rank. Mary and Joseph assuredly did nothing of this 
kind. They traveled humbly, as became people of the 
working class. Others drive; they walk; everyone out- 
strips them, and they give place to all. And yet who are 
they? The noblest and holiest of beings. What ancestress 
of Our Saviour ever journeyed so unassumingly through 
the country? Think of the pomp with which the Ark of 
the Covenant was once carried through these districts! 
Here is the living Ark of the Lord. And she passes along, 
bestowing blessing right and left, and, no one has any 
suspicion of it. 

The third thing to be noted is the spirit of recollection 
and prayer in which the Holy Family made this journey. 
Men become more recollected and more silent, the nearer 
God approaches them. What could be compared to the 
recollection in which Our Saviour attracted all the thought 
and attention of His Mother and St. Joseph to Himself ! 
They were the only souls who knew the mystery ; the only 
_ ones who, by their prayer and longing, could represent the 
human race. So they probably spoke little and prayed 
much ; indeed, they were constantly lost in quiet prayer, in 
the midst of the disturbance and tumult of the journey. 


Tue ARRIVAL 


So Joseph and Mary came to Bethlehem. Perhaps the 
setting sun was just lighting up the white rows of houses 
on the hills, as Mary and Joseph, with their ass, approached 
the little town, coming through the terraces of vineyards ; 
and in all probability they first directed their steps to the 
inn for travelers. But the inn was already occupied, and 
the town full of strangers. By many a house may the little 
family have passed, seeking shelter, and at many a door 
may St. Joseph have given a humble knock—they were 
overlooked in the crowd, or coldly repulsed. In the mean- 
time the evening was drawing in; the doors closed, and no 
lodging was found. So at last they turned their steps away 
from the little town, outside of which St. Joseph knew of 
a kind of cave, a shelter for animals. They arrived at it, 
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tired out, and settled themselves to rest for the night— 
and to wait for the ever-memorable hour of Our Lord’s 
birth. In the East, certainly, it is nothing unusual to pass 
the night or even to live entirely in caves and grottoes; 
the inner part of the dwellings is often hewn out of the 
rocks ; but in this case this sojourn has something infinitely 
touching about it. They are the holiest, the best and 
highest of God’s creatures, and they are so inhospitably 
lodged, everything is so unprepared, so poor and desolate, 
whilst the little town there, with its lights, stately houses, 
and the extensive palace built by Herod, offers hospitable 
reception and the comforts of home to hundreds of less 
worthy persons. They are the heirs of the house of David, 
and Bethlehem is the town of David; the Bethlehemites, 
descendants of Hur and Mary (Ex. xcii. 10; xxiv. 14. i. 
Par. iv. 4), of Booz and Jesse, do not take them in but let 
them seek shelter where the animals find theirs, outside the 
town. What a touching contrast! They were God’s near- 
est and dearest, and yet God Himself seems to forsake 
them and not to think of them. He provides for all others 
on this evening, but for them nothing is prepared, not even 
the barest necessaries, and that after a long journey and 
ona winter evening. There seems scarcely to be a Provi- 
dence for them. 


How Tuey BEAR THE TRIAL 


And how did Mary and Joseph bear the trial? Certainly 
quite in the spirit of Our Saviour. It was the first slight 
and humiliation that He met with in this world. The 
world does not want Him, does not know Him, because He 
does not come as it had expected Him to come. The little 
heart of Our Saviour rejoices at this, and He imparts 
His thoughts and sentiments to His parents. Assuredly 
it was only with reluctance that they had asked hospitality, 
because they feared to be troublesome. They knew how 
to excuse every refusal; full of gentleness, patience and 
charity, they left the little town, and only God knew of 
their quiet sadness. This is the second shadow that the 
Cross and Mount Calvary cast over Jesus and Mary. 
It was the first meeting of the Messiah with His. people, 
with His own, His fellow-citizens of Bethlehem, and they 
received Him not (Jn. i. 11). In the East, hospitality is 
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otherwise as common as the flower of the field; only fer 
God it does not seem to exist. He receives no hospitality, 
either at His birth or at His death. 

So the holy night drew on, apparently insignificant as 
any other night, and wrapped Bethlehem and the world 
in its shades. The nations under the scepter of the Ro- 
man rule, lay down to rest as usual, and had no suspicion 
how near their God was. Except for the dreary con- 
sciousness of sin, the weariness of earthly strivings, and 
the universal peace which had at last succeeded to the 
cruel wars, there was scarcely any preparation made by 
the human race for the visible coming of God. Only 
there in the poor cave Joseph and Mary watched by the 
dim light of a little fire. They are the praying heart of 
the world. So it was, and so it is. Their prayers, their 
supplications, their longings are the clock of the Divine 
counsels (Father Faber). This was the case here with 
Joseph and Mary. They certainly passed the night in 
prayer, and as Mary had once drawn the Son of God 
down from the bosom of His Heavenly Father by her 
longing, so now the same longing allured Him from her 
womb. We will unite ourselves to them. It is Christmas 
Eve. Let us sanctify ourselves (so the Church exhorts us 
’ in the holy office), and let us prepare ourselves! In a few 
hours the Lord will be with us, and we shall see the glory 
of God. The misdeeds of the earth will be blotted out, 
and the Redeemer of the world will rule over us. Fiat! 
Fiat! 


THE BrirtH oF Our Lorp 


“And it came to pass, that when they were there, her 
days were accomplished, that she should be delivered. And 
she brought forth her first-born Son, and wrapped him up 
in swaddling clothes, and laid him in a manger ;, because 
there was no room for them in the inn. (Lk. II: 6-7) 

“Five thousand one hundred and ninety-nine years 
after the Creation of the world, when in the beginning God 
created heaven and earth, 2957 years after the Flood, 2015 
after the birth of Abraham, 1510 after Moses and the 
Exodus of the Israelite nation from Egypt, 1032 after the 
annointing of David as king, in the 65th week of years 
according to the prophecy of Daniel, in the 194th Olym- 
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piad, 752 years after the building of the city of Rome, in 
the 42nd year of the reign of Octavianus Augustus, while 
the whole world was at peace, Jesus Christ, eternal God 
and Son of the Eternal Father, wishing to sanctify the 
world by His gracious advent, having been conceived of 
the Holy Ghost, was born of the Virgin. Mary in Bethle- 
hem, nine months after His conception, being made Man.” 

In these words the Roman Martyrology announces the 
birth of Our Saviour, in a manner as solemn as it is 
touching. Birth is the visible entrance of a man into the 
world and human society. When a man exercises great 
influence, his first appearance is significant and important. 
It is, as it were, a revelation of his person, spirit and prin- 
ciples. How much more must this be the case with Our 
Saviour, with whom nothing is by chance, but every detail 
is well thought out, carefully prepared, and of infinite 
significance! It is therefore of the greatest importance 
to consider what were the circumstances of His first ap- 
pearance and entrance into the world. And this all the 
more, when we reflect how believing Israel pictured to 
itself the coming of the Messias, its God, and what hopes 
and expectations it entertained with regard to this appear- 
ance. With what awful might, with what terrifying ma- 
jesty had God appeared in Egypt and on Mount Sinai! 
Now it was a question of deliverance from a much worst 
fate, of the salvation of all races, of the extension of the 
kingdom of Israel to all nations, of legislation for the 
whole world. Compare what prophets had. foretold of 
the coming and appearance of the Messias (Hab. iii., 
Mal. iii., iv., Joel ii., 28 f., Agg. ii., 7, Dan. vii. 13 f., Is. 
1 xiii.). And how does He now appear in reality? 


CIRCUMSTANCES OF CuHRIsT’s BIRTH 


There are two features to be considered about the man- 
ner of Christ’s appearance: one is exterior, the. other 
interior. With regard to the exterior circumstances: 
Christ appears, firstly, at the place and time that had been 
prophesied, at the expiration of Daniel’s weeks of years 
(Dan. ix. 24 f.), and in Bethlehem, the city of David 
(Mich.’v. 2). Secondly, He appears in a most lovable 
form, no longer as a flkme of fire, as the Angel of the 
Covenant, as the splendor of brightness, but as man, as 
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a child (Lk. ii. 12). What is more lovable than a child? 
Here there is nothing of the sternness of the law-giver, 
nothing tells us He is either the victim or the judge of our 
sins. The sweet Child Himself does not seem to think 
of our sins, nor of the fate they have prepared for Him, 
and so nothing troubles our happy familiarity. Thirdly, 
the Saviour appears in great poverty, humility and desola- 
tion. This poverty is great. All is wanting ; conveniences, 
joys and friends, necessaries—everything, in short, except 
discomfort—in this strange and unhome-like stable. It is 
a self-chosen poverty, and yet to all appearance only 
brought about by chance. And the obscurity! Outside 
the town, at midnight, and unknown to all, Christ comes 
into the world. And yet it was for this moment that 
the Israelite nation, with its wonderful history, its 
destinies, guidance, miracles and prophets, existed ; for this 
moment that the whole human race, with its 4,000 years 
of preparation, had lived; for this moment that the whole 
universe had been created! How important for Israel and 
the whole human race, how important even for the honor 
of God, this moment and the knowledge of it was! But 
it is revealed to no one, to no king, no priest, no saint; 
and yet there were saints in Israel, and how much com- 
fort this revelation would have afforded them! No one 
knows of it. 

When a royal child is born, what preparations are made 
long in advance, and how quickly the news is spread abroad 
through the whole kingdom! Here all is quiet. Only Mary 
and Joseph form His human court, and the animals, the 
cold and darkness of the night, and the hard straw of the 
manger—the representatives of the irrational creation— 
are His surroundings. It was just as the Angel had pro- 
claimed: “This shall be a sign unto you: you shall find 
the infant wrapped in swaddling clothes and laid in a 
manger.” (Lk. ii. 12). Fourthly, in spite of all this, 
Christ does not appear without glory. His birth is a 
virginal one, and that is a great miracle, long foretold 
(Is. vii. 14) and long expected ; He Himself, content with 
His swaddling clothes, decks His Angels with the bright- 
ness of God, and sends them to the shepherds to proclaim 
His arrival. He comes into the world at a time of pro- 
found peace, which He Himself, the Prince of Peace, has 
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made (Is. ix. 3 f.; xi. 6 f. Ps. 1xxi. 3 f.). True, the 
world is all astir, but the movement is one of peace, and 
directed by Him. The ancient families awake to the re- 
membrance of their former glory, and journey along the 
highways of the country to get themselves enrolled, and 
Roman couriers carry the rolls to the Roman metropolis, 
that the name of the new-born Lord of the world may 
inscribe the whole human race on the muster rolls of 
Heaven. The Saviour comes upon earth at the time of 
an event which influences the whole world, and He is the 
pivot of this movement, and the central figure, in spite of 
His obscurity. Thus a cloud of darkness and also of 
wonderful brightness hovers over the birth of Our 
Saviour. 


INTERIOR CIRCUMSTANCES 


As to the interior circumstances of His birth, these 
lead tis into the inner life of the new-born Saviour. Here 
there is no question of weakness or unconsciousness, but 
only power and life, magnificent, all-embracing, Divine 
life. This sleep is not without consciousness, for He that 
keepeth Israel does not slumber (Ps. cxx. 3f.) ; these tears 
are pressed from Him more by pity for us than by His 
own sorrows; this little hand is the terrible right hand of 
God, which hurls the thunder-bolts, bears up the spheres, 
and holds the reins of government of the world and of 
heaven. This breath is mightier than the surging sea, it 
extinguishes the light of life of kings; this closed mouth 
is judging souls at this moment. His glance assigns to 
stars the incense-offering of infinite honor and glorifica- 
tion of God. Our Saviour begins His visible life also 
with prayer to His Heavenly Father; it is His morning 
prayer, His adoration of the eternal majesty, His thanks- 
giving for the beginning of His earthly day, His offering 
ef His whole being and His day’s work as God-Man, the 
renewal of His vow of sacrifice at the first moment of 
His Conception: Behold, I come (Ps. xxxix. 8). He 
takes possession of this earth visibly, in the name of His 
Heavenly Father, and vows to Him to bitild a house and 
establish a. kingdom in which His glory shall have no 
end. From God, Our Saviour turns His glance towards 
His Mother. He sees her dear features for the first time 
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with bodily eyes, and smiles at her, and surely, lifts up His 
little arms to her, with a love of which the greatness is 
incalculabe. He looks, too, at St. Joseph, His dear foster- 
Father, and then He turns all His thoughts and the cares 
of His Heart towards us. Scripture says that Mary 
wrapped her “first-born” Son in swaddling clothes, and 
laid Him in the manger (Lk. ii. 7). In truth, He had 
also later-born brethren, not according to the flesh, but 
according to the spirit ; and we all are these brethren. The 
thoughts of this first precious moment embraced us all. 
How dear to us this circumstance makes the birth of Our 
Saviour ! 


REASONS FoR THIS MANNER OF APPEARANCE 


Why, then, did the Saviour wish to appear and enter 
the world in this manner? There are several reasons for 
it. Firstly, Our Lord wished to appear thus, in order to 
prove Himself to be true Man. His sleeping, weeping, 
being nourished at the breast, and all else.that appertains 
to childhood—are they not so many proofs of His true 
and entire human nature, and dear pledges of the truth 
that He is very man? Charmed and touched at this sight, 
the Prophet exclaims: “A Child is born to us, and a Son 
is given to us” (Is. ix.6). And if in spite of such proofs 
the reality of His human nature has been denied, what 
would have happened had He appeared in the prime of 
age and strength? What thanks we owe to Our Divine 
Saviour for this toliching proof of His humanity! 

Secondly, it was necessary for the Saviour to appear 
thus, in order to prove Himself to be the Redeemer. We 
needed above all things the lesson that truth and happiness 
do not consist in outward pomp and riches, nor in fame 
and public recognition, or else Our Saviour would not 
have disdained all these. We needed, further, the lesson 
that we must do penance and deny ourselves, in order: to 
avoid sin and to satisfy for it. His stern surroundings— 
the cold, the darkness and the rough, prickly couch of 
straw—preach this truth to us. We needed an example 
of self-denial and penance, and here we have it. Is it not 
a thought to move us, that Our. Saviour, with so many 
claims to the honors and goods of this world, is so poor 
and forsaken, and wills to endure in His tender, childish 
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body the penance of discomfort, weariness and cold? He 
thereby places His childhood on a par with His later life. 
His sojourn in the manger is only a foreshadowing of 
His thirty-three years, His spirit, His law, and the holi- 
ness of His Church. Now He sheds tears; later on, His 
blood. The same stern companions—poverty, suffering 
and humiliation—stand by His Cross and by His cradle. 
Here as everywhere He is the Redeemer from sin, and 
by the same means. 


Curist Proves Himsetr Gop 


Thirdly, Our Saviour appears thus in order to prove 
Himself God. With men, poverty, desolation and ob- 
scurity are signs of weakness, means with which they are 
powerless to accomplish anything. But in Our Saviour’s 
case they are true proofs of His Divinity. He is poor 
and forsaken, because He had no need of creatures. He 
possesses absolute freedom, independence and power, and 
attains the greatest results with the most trifling. means, 
which are really no means at all. In very deed, what has 
not this manger effected by its poverty, desolation, ob- 
scurity and mortification? Like the Cross, it also had 
drawn all to itself; it has transformed the world, Chris- 
tianized it, made it happy and holy, and civilized it. It has 
founded the Religious Orders, in poverty, chastity and 
obedience ; it has brought into the world the spirit of the 
interior life, of recollection, love of humility and obscurity : 
it has established the equilibrium betfveen high and low. 
rich and poor; it has comforted innumerable poor and 
forsaken souls ; it has drawn innumerable princes and king 
to embrace voluntary poverty and concealinent; it has 
raised childhood out of the state of contempt, and made 
it sublime and worthy of veneration. It has even given 
birth to our Christian altar. The Blessed Sacrament also 
has its type in the manger, of which it is really only the 
amplification and perfection. 


THE PRINCE OF PEACE 


Thus the first visible appearance of the Saviour here 
upon earth was quite in. keeping with His person and the 
ends for which He came, unfathomably deep, wonderful 
and significant; full of grace and truth. So He had to 
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come, and not otherwise; as the prophet had beheld Him: 
“The people that walked in darkness have seen a great 
light . . they shall rejoice before Thee, as they that 
rejoice in the harvest, as conquerors rejoice after taking a 
prey. . . . for a Child is born to us, and a Son is 
given to us, and the government is upon His shoulder; 
and His name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, God, 
the Mighty, the Father of the world to come, the Prince 
of Peace. (Is. ix. 2-6, Mich. v. 3.) Yes, infinite. peace, 
infinite joy and infinite light stream forth from the man- 
ger over the earth; infinite honor and glory rise up thence 
to heaven, to the throne of the Triune God. Incompre- 
hensible and unbounded was the complacency of the 
Most Holy Trinity in the new-born Saviour. The threg 
Divine persons bent joyfully and graciously over the man- 
ger; the Father seemed to Himself to be more a father, 
and in another manner, by the temporal birth of the Son, 
and on this Son’s account He blessed the earth. The Son 
experienced a sweet joy in being now, as it were, by His 
holy humanity, a part of His visible creation, and never 
yet had that love of the Father and the Son, ever old and 
ever new, gave full vent to His uncreated joy around the 
manger and Bethlehem, in the apparition and jubilant 
songs of the Angels. The angel-world assembled in shin- 
ing hosts, and sang-in the midnight sky, in surging, glori- 
ous melodies, the song of praise: “Glory to God in the 
highest, and on earth peace to men of good will!” (Lk. 
ii. 14). This song is the song of praise of the birth of 
our Lord, the exultant exposition of its glory; it is at 
once praise of God, adoration of the new-born Word and 
loving congratulation of man, because His nature has 
triumphed so sweetly and gloriously over that of the 
Angels, and because for him has dawned the day of re- 
demption and eternal salvation. This jubilant song, 
“Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace to men 
of good will,” is the most fitting expression of our 


thoughts and sentiments at the gracious birth of Our 
Lord. : 














The Church’s Divine Authority 


ARCHBISHOP IRELAND. 


ND I say to thee: That thou art Peter; and upon 
this rock I will build my Church, and the gates of 


hell shall not prevail against it.” Is the Church built upon 
the rock, if it be the unsteady structure that storms of 
doubt and error may move and crumble? Have not the 
gates of hell prevailed against it, and wrenched from it 
strength and beauty, if ever it has fallen from its high 
estate as Christ’s appointed teacher, and has led to dark- 
ness those who, under Christ’s command, were bidden 
put it in their trust? 

. “Teach ye all nations * * * and behold I am with 
you all days even unto the consummation of the world.” 
The Apostles teach ; their successors teach ; but while they 
teach Christ is with them, the guardian and guarantor of 
their teaching. Should there be an error in their teach- 
ing, Christ has withdrawn from them His pledged help; 
He Himself it is who has deceived humanity. 

“And I will ask the Father and He will give you another 
Paraclete that he may abide with you forever; the spirit 
of truth, whom the world cannot receive, because it seeth 
because He shall abide with you, and shall be in you * 
Him not. nor knoweth Him; but you shall receive Him, 

* * But the Paraclete, the Holy Ghost, whom the 
Father will send in my name, will teach you all things, 
and bring all things to your mind, whatsoever I shall have 
said to you * * * But when He, the spirit of truth, 
is come, He will teach you all truth.” 

Assuredly all is well with the Church of Christ; as- 
suredly its teachings are without error; the Divine life 
throbs within it and holds it safely above the frailties of 
the human elements that are its visible body. The spirit 
of truth, the Holy Ghost, abides with it, teaching its 
teachers, bringing to their mind whatsoever Christ once 
had said; the spirit of truth abides with it, and will abide 
with it forever. 

Thus is the Church made worthy of its Founder, who 
so cherished it as to see in it His very spouse. “Christ,” 
writes St. Paul, “loved the Church and delivered Him- 
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self up for it; that He might sanctify it, cleansing it, by 
the laver of water in the word of life; that He might 
present it to Himself a glorious Church, not having spot 
nor wrinkle, or any such thing; but that it should be holy 
and without blemish.” 

Thus are the disciples of Christ’s Gospel made sure that 
however far. apart they be from the days of its first an- 
nouncement, they know if in its true meaning, and, as St. 
Paul writes, “be no more children tossed to and fro and 
carried about with every wind of doctrine by the wicked- 
ness of man, by cunning craftiness by which they lie in 
wait to deceive.” 

. A miracle of omnipotence it is that the Church estab- 
lished by Christ moves through the world of fallible 
humanity, remote today some twenty centuries from the 
time of its Founder, safe from all error, secure in its own 
belief, infallible in its teachings to its disciples. But a 
still greater miracle of omnipotence it was that, twenty 
centuries ago, the Eternal Word did become man, “on 
account of us and of our salvation,” and was Himself the 
visible Teacher of men; and since the Church’s infallibil- 
ity is needed as the means of perpetuating the preaching 
of the Saviour, the infallibility of the Church is the logical 
sequence of the Incarnation. Once it was said, “And the 
Word was made flesh and dwelt among us,” no surprise 
arises when later it is said, “And behold I am with you all 
days even unto the consummation of the world” * * * 
Tue Cnyurcu or Currst Lives. 


The Church of Christ, “forever” guided and taught by 
“the Spirit of truth.” continues its queenly march through 
time and space, the teacher of all things whatsoever 
Christ commanded, immutable in faith and morals, defy- 
ing the storms begotten of ignorance, envy and hate, cer- 
tain at all times that it is built upon “the rock,” that “the’ 
gates of hell” cannot prevail against it. Meanwhile, it 
is the bearer of a message. the message confided to it on 
Mount Olivet. The Catholic Church teaches, as the 
Church of Christ was bidden to teach; it teaches with 
authority, as the Church must teach to whose chieftains 
it was said, “As the Father sent Me, so also I send you.” 

The ruins that strew the pathways of the rebellion of 
400 years are, indeed, evidences of the necessity of its 
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infallible voice, if Christian revelation is to be more than 
a name; yet it sees those ruins with a saddened heart, 
because evidences, too, they are that multitudes daily are 
made to move farther and farther from the lights and 
the graces of the Saviour of mankind. For its own safety 
the Church has no fear; its trust is in the words of the 
Incarnate God, “And behold I am with you all days even 
unto the consummation of the world.” And Christ is 
with the Church, whose name today is Catholic, the 
Church of all ages and of all nations. The witness is the 
Church itself, its unceasing firmness of doctrinal teaching, 
while outside its fold all is chaos and ruin; its dauntless 
preaching of the whole Gospel of the Founder, however 
unwelcome this wholeness be to the world of unbelief 
around it; its ever erect and unshaken form, however 
violent at times the storms, however darksome and men- 
acing the skies. To see the Catholic Church is at once 
to recognize that it lives of a life that is Divine; to hear 
its voice is at once to recognize that its voice is the voice 
of the Master. The Church once bult by Christ lives 
and reigns; otherwise Christ has ceased to live and to 
reign. If the Catholic Church is not the Church of Christ, 
where else may we find the Church of Christ? “TI believe 
these and all the truths which the Holy Catholic Church 
teaches.” This, the rule of faith, appointed by Christ; 
this, the immediate reason of the Catholic act of faith. 


Wuy WE Are CaTHOLIcs 


Why are we Catholics? The reason is that the Catholic 
Church is the Church established by Christ. No other 
would be a valid foundation to our faith. We-are not 
Catholics because we were born into the bosom of the 
Catholic Church, and the memories of our childhood are 
entwined into its life or practices; nor are we Catholics 
because the Catholic Church happens to be the Church 
of neighbors whom we esteem and whose social approval 
we fain would make our own; nor again are we Catholics 
because the ritualistic beauty of the Catholic Church 
charms our fancy, or its dogmas and ordinances seem 
to give quietness to our spiritual needs and aspirations. 
Considerations such as those do not authorize that sover- 
eign surrender of mind and heart, even unto martyrdom, 
which is the essence of our act of faith—a surrender made 
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only to God and for His sake to the Church which we be- 
lieve to have been founded in His love and power. 

Why should others, heretofore living outside the Cath- 
olic Church, seek to unite with it in hurabie and earnest 
discipleship? What should be the one principle by which 
they should be guided when they pledge to it their sub- 
mission? This and this alone—that the Catholic Church 
is the Church of Christ, that in obeying the Catholic 
Church they obey the Master of their souls. Many, it is 
said, are the roads that lead toward the Catholic Church; 
they do not lead aright unless they converge into the one 
royal ‘highway, whose goal is the Church which Christ 
established, with which He abides “all days.’’ Christ, the 
builder of the Church, Christ abiding “all days” with the 
Church, this, the sole vital foundation-stone of Catholic 
faith. Other arguments afford help, suggestion, joyous- 
ness of journey; they do not, however, take the place of 
‘ the one argument upon which the Church rests its claim, 
which is the essence of the true Catholic act of faith, the 
authority of the Church, as the duly appointed interpreter 
of the teachings of Christ * * * 

Oh, Christ Jesus, Thou hast the words of eternal 
life ; to whom else shall we go? Thou teachest, and what- 
ever thou teachest is our faith. Thou speakest ; the words 
thou now speakest I believe as I believe the words spoken 
by Thee yesterday, to be spoken by Thee tomorrow. All 
that Thou teachest I believe and hold with my whole 
heart, my whole soul. This and naught else is the Cath- 
olic act of faith. 

Blest, Beloved Brethern, are we whose teacher is the 
Church, founded by Christ! The truths of Christ’s rev- 
elation are within our reach to illumine our minds, as are, 
also, the graces of His Redemption to purify and strength- 
en our hearts. But blest far more are we when those 
gifts of Divine love are so received, that they permeate 
to the deep fibers of mind and heart, making our manner 
of life the very mirror of the life of Christ, like unto 
His own in cleanliness from sin, in radiance of Divine 
beauty. It is much to be disciples of the Church of Christ. 
Yet this of itself is vain and without effect in the great 
task of our salvation. The name of Catholic, the profes- 
sion of Christ’s faith, is not the all-sufficient pledge of our 
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salvation; with faith there must be the realization of 
our faith in our every thought, word and deed ; “Not every 
one that saith to me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter into the 
Kingdom of Heaven; but he that doth the will of my 
Father who is in Heaven, he shall enter into the Kingdom 
of Heaven.” It is much to accept the truths taught by 
the Church; it is much to be of the sheep of His fold, 
of the citizens of the society founded by Him. Put the 
Commandments also there, making for the upbuilding 
of the soul into Christ’s supernal life, toward which all 
else is only a means toward the end. The Command- 
ments must be loyally kept, if we are to be truly the dis- 
ciples of the Son of God; “but if thou wilt enter into life, 
keep the Commandments.” Yea, on the last day double 
guilt will be charged to those who knew and did not prac- 
tise; who were children of the Church and did not keep 
the Commandments. They will have sinned without the 
excuse of ignorance; they will have sinned in the midst of 
the lights and of the graces of which the Church is the 
guardian and the dispenser. 

Beloved Brethern, let us rejoice that we are Catholics, 
honoring the Church by the goodness of our lives, saving 
our souls by our plenary obedience to the reign of Christ, 
our Teacher and Redeemer, making sure beyond all peril, 
that children of the Church of Christ, militant on earth, 
we may one day be the children of the Church of Christ, 
triumphant in heaven. 


Sodalities for Catholic Girls 


Tue BisHop oF PITTSBURGH’s PASTORAL. 





HE concern for the spiritual well-being of the young 

women and the growing girls of the diocese im- 
pelled its Right Reverend Ordinary, the Most Rever- 
end Archbishop Canevin, to promote vigorously the es- 
tablishment of sodalities of Our Lady in the parishes of 
his jurisdiction. My own experience of the great good 
that has followed upon his effort in those parishes in 
which sodalities were created, has moved me to urge upon 
those pastors who have not yet found it possible to comply 
with his wishes, the immediate formation of sodalities 
of the Blessed Virgin in their parishes. 
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As the threat to the spiritual life of our young girls 
and.to their morals transcends nationality, so should this 
effort to safeguard them from perils be made in every 
parish without reference to its nationality. Italian and 
Pole and Slovak and Croatian and Lithuanian and Ger- 
man and Irish, whatever the racial stock, our children 
go out to the same dangers, meet the same enemies and 
must be protected and safeguarded by a common effort. 
Can we make that effort for them in any better fashion 
than by offering them for their imitation the virtues of 
Our Lady, by proposing her very vividly to them for 
their pattern and so securing them from danger with the 
traditional Catholic safeguards of their sex? 

The mere establishment of a sodality in a parish, and 
its abandonment to its own devices will be of no value. 
It needs the constant care and direction of the priest. in 
charge, if it is to flourish; and it will tax his invention 
and his administrative ability, as well as every spiritual 
quality he possesses, if it is to bear fruit in the lives of 
his spiritual children. I confess very sincerely that I see 
great spiritual advantage to the Church and to human 
souls in parish societies, in the Sodality of the Blessed 
Virgin, in the Holy Name Society, in the Christian 
Mothers’ Confraternity, in the Confraternity of Christian 
Doctrine, in the Society of St. Vincent de Paul, and in 
such other associations of men and women as the ancient 
and always timely wisdom of the Church has provided 
for their spiritual welfare. The very difficulty of asso- 
ciating men and women in permanent groups for this 
great purpose is a challenge to priests and people which 
they should take up. Somewhere something is weak 
or we should not fail as we often do. : 

No gteat penetration is needed to see the great increas- 
ing threats to the virtue of young women that are implicit 
in the casting aside of the traditional restraints of femi- 
nine conduct,—in the amusements that entice young girls, 
in the fashions of dress that attract them, and in that 
looseness of the social code, which permits them a license 
of conduct and of speech that would make the woman of 
an older day shudder with horror. Even where these prac- 
tises are not themselves immoral and sinful, they are often 
in the way of immorality and sin, and, once turned in that 
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direction, the gravest faults loom up as possible in their 
lives. The sodality offers an escape from such moral and 
spiritual disaster ; it is a bulwark against which the storm 
breaks harmlessly, and within it youth and innocence enjoy 
comparative safety. 

There is a special danger to young girls whose parents 
are of foreign birth, and whose mothers are thinking of the 
city life in this country in terms of the life of their own 
girlhood and of the country from which they have come 
to us. The very loosening of the bonds of family life and 
the lessening of the authority of parents over the children 
in these household groups is in itself a grave disaster. Such 
children often lose the elementary virtues of respect and 
regard for their parents; and the self-directed process of 
their Americanization sometimes involves an imitation of 
what is least admirable if not faulty or vicious in Ameri- 
can life. That is one reason why their pastors should call 
them back to sanity and wholesomeness through the re- 
ligious practises and the womanly ideals of the Sodality of 
Our Lady. 

All this involves hard work and much thought on the 
part of priests in the care of souls; but is it not worth the 
effort, and is it not a plain duty of priests of today arising 
out of the peculiar conditions of our times? 

The duty of- priests in this matter runs along with a 
corresponding obligation on the part of the parents and 
children. It should be a normal thing in every parish for . 
the girls of the parish, quite without reference to their 
station in life, to spend the years before their leaving 
school and their marriage as members of the parish So- 
dality of the Blessed Virgin. They belong in it during 
thosé years; and mothers are neglecting their duty to 
their girls, who do not see to it that they are faithful 
sodalists. Youth at its best is a wayward thing; and par- 
ents should welcome such assistance as the sodality lends 
to steadying it and directing it and furnishing it with the 
spiritual equipment that will ward off ruin. Those girls 
who have had the advantage of a high-school or college 
education should be an example to their less fortunate 
sisters, by going very humbly as privates into the ranks of 
the parish sodality, and by being faithful and exemplary 
sodalists. 
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Finally let me once again impress upon priests and peo- 
ple my sense of the extreme urgency of this matter, and 
its peculiar need as an offset to the dangers and threats 
to the spiritual lives of young girls in these days. Let 
us move as a unit against a common enemy, and find en- 
couragement and strength in each other’s presence. Let 
it be a Catholic movement in the sense that it will proceed 
without regard to color or nation or race or language; 
and let it be religious in the sense that the spiritual wel- 
fare of Catholic women and girls is the sole end in view. 
So may we expect the blessing of Almighty God upon 
it through the intercession of Our Lady whose clients 
the sodality makes us all. 


Hueu C. Boyte, 
Bishop of Pittsburgh. 
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